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» ...tendency to personalize the history of their
disciplines around a small number of exemplary
characters perhaps most notably the first
Presidents of their respective Institutions.

BrmimeEafEEEl

» The great engineers are gone and we shall never
see their like again

» An unattainable ideal




» Old-style biographical history of engineering
» Itis episodic, showing engineering progress as
punctuated by sudden sparks of invention
» Overplays the role of invention
olnvention: only when there is no ready-made
solution

» Overshadows the evolutionary accumulation of minor
improvements in technique which form part of the
intellectual context of any innovation
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" Present-minded without being
whiggish (F&1&)

» History of Technology

» whiggish: of, relating to, or characterized by a view
which holds that history follows a path of inevitable
progressionand improvementand which judges the
past in light of the present

» "Popularization” of History of Technology
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The fossil horses aligned from right to left in the front of the display represent the
evolution of horses as a steady progression along a single pathway -- until
recently a widely held view of evolution. Here the horse is seen to evolve in a
neat, predictable line, gradually getting larger, with fewer toes and longer teeth.
Those arranged (also from right to left) in the back presenta more current
scientific view of evolution, determined through a method of analysis called
cladistics, which has shown evolution to be a more complex, branching history,

much like the genealogical history of your own family.
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fact-turth-knowledge-authority-expertise-
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Escher's Drawing Hands
We create our worlds and are created by
them.
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