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A common complaint of foreigners living &
Taiwan is the characterless, monolithic* nature @
much of the architecture. However, there is 2
more variety than first meets the eye. Japans
takes™ on Victorian architecture, which fuse’ res
Renaissance elements with Greek colonnades,®
quietly in the shadows of glistening” skyscrapes
Nearby, red-brick sanheyuan courtyard builds
bespeak’ the Fujianese origins of much &
Taiwan’s population. Communities
ramshackle” tenements are a testament to &

cheap, makeshift® solutions that were required

! house the influx* of soldiers and thelr familia
| from China in the late 1940s onward.

il Many of the older structures — the sina
story sanheyuan and the veteran’s villages —
becoming increasingly rare as they give way
modern housing. Although invariably les
attractive, these modern dwellings address

spatial” and seismic* considerations. From
early 1960s to the mid-1970s, four-story duplexs
using reinforced concrete ! became the norm.
Construction of toutian-type housing began &
the late ‘70s. These types of row houses a
generally three stories with overhanging balconie
and an arcade below. Designed with Taiwan®

climate in mind, they afford’ pedestrians
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mection from the elements.” However, many of
sse were found wanting during the 921
thquake, and improved steel-reinforcement
& introduced in the 1980s and '90s.

it's no secret that property prices have been
igh in recent years. Rentals in many parts of
are at an all-time high, and some real estate
tors are even turning to cities like Tokyo,

e a weak yen has created relatively cheap
als. However, there are some ways to get a

gter value for money. Tenants™ or purchasers

& consult’’ the actual price registration system’

plemented by the government last year.
pvernment-sponsored housing initiatives like

2i Ma-Ma are also worth checking out. (s
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+ monolithic [.mans'101k] agj. Bl—#Y

Some of the architecture in Kuala Lumpur fuses + take [tek] n. FE4SARIB B E F 5%
Isiamic and British colonial styles. + colonnade [ kalo'ned] n. ER#: (EBZEFEE)
glisten [ glisy] v. P38 (XPUBRENAELER) + influx [ nflaks] n. BA
The plants were glistening with raindrops after the + seismic [ sarzmik] adj. #BHY
Sght shower. + pedestrian [pa"destrion] n. 17A
bespeak [brspik] v. 388 : B + element [elomont] n. BLRR (fEHLBIEAEH)
~ Terence’s clothes bespeak his fashion sense. + tenant [ tenont] n. EE
ramshackle [ rem fzk|) ad. BZERL (e
The city government has ordered the demolition of b
the ramshackle houses on the edge of town. treinforced concrete " #iffR SR+ | B RSB PIMAEL -
makeshift [ mek fifi] ag &8 MM A —TEAR A -
After the hurricane, many people were moved into * actual price registration system "BEEGREG, 2 LE (T
mizkeshift accommodation. DEATEHRBENPBES > ERATHENRRCSE
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¥'m afraid your proposed solution doesn't really address
the problem.
: w fsll‘-fﬂ] ad. =B e more (to sth) than meets the eye EFTAXRMEMEGE

The constant use of smartphones has really affected At first, it seems like there’s not much to do in this city,

the spatial awareness of many individuals. but you soon realize there’s more than meets the eye.
—FHEIATEERBEE TR BRI - BRER%E

. the norm [norm] 2 BEIMORE -

Lange families used to be the norm, but this has

changed in modern society. e give way to [ERRA

afford [>fond] v. 124 In the 19th century, Romantic literature gave way to

The bus stop afforded me shelter from the rain. movements such as Realism and Naturalism.
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consult [konsald v. ZR9 ; 3w S ’

The sales team always consults their manager before

trying to conclude any major deals. e value for money {IEAMZS

If you want to get a good value for money when booking
your vacation, | have the number of an excellent travel agent
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