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In 1544, Portuguese sailors passed a leaf-
shaped island southeast of China. Espying’
lush,™ green forests, they recorded in their ship
log the words “Ilha Formosa” — the Beautiful
Island.

Things have changed dramatically in the half
millennium that has passed. The island has gone
through Dutch and Japanese colonial rule, half a
century of martial law, and rapid industrialization.
Taiwan is now famous for its tech know-how,*
with gigantic science parks producing most of the
world’s semiconductors. Meanwhile, companies
like HTC, Asus and Acer have achieved global
status. The cities are crowded and hectic, but
there’s always something going on, whether it's a
colorful and clamorous’ religious procession’ or
a chance to sample delicious snacks at one of the
hundreds of night markets around the island.

With the beautiful, rugged® interior largely

Yast and Present
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intact,” Taiwan remains a relatively untapped
for nature lovers. Beware, though, this try
paradise can be ravaged® by typhoons
summer to fall.

Taiwan has consistently exporte
entertainment. In the 1970s and 1980s, SONQS
Teresa Teng was the toast™ of Asia, while thess
stars like Jolin Tsai and Jay Chou enjoy widesp
popularity. Taiwanese talent has also flourishe
the movie industry, with double-Oscar wis
director Ang Lee hailed as the pride of the ms
For art house™ connoisseurs,* director Hou &
hsien is considered a master filmmaker. Bases
also a passion on the island, and this year's ¥
Baseball Classic brought the nation to a fever g

A vibrant” and diverse country, Taiwas
something for everyone. (&7
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BSpY [1spat] v. BR (BIMORE)
tte espied a copy of the book she was looking
%or in the corner of the store.

Orous [ klemoras] agj. FEIEH)
e street parade was a clamorous but enjoyable

DCession [pra'sefon] n. ( ABLEEREH) ) B¥{E
funeral procession made its way through the
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mtact [in'wek) ag) TRERN
was happy to find that my cell phone was intact
er | dropped it in the street.
Mtapped [« wzpt] ag). FEEAT
en the Spanish discovered the Inca Empire
the 16th century, they saw it as a source of
2pped wealth.
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7. widespread [ waid.spred] agj. 280
The artist used to be known only in his country,
but he now enjoys widespread fame.

8. flourish [ fis1f]v. ;&R : &3

Arts and crafts flourish in this part of the country.

9. vibrant [ vaibront] agj. &0
The city enjoys a vibrant music scene.
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+ lush [Iaf] adj. EREEER

+ know-how [ no.hau] n, #48E

rugged [ ragid] ad). SEFFEH
songstress [ sonstras] n. ZHF

toast [tost] n. BEHAIHS

+ art house EGRER
connoisseur [ kona'sa] n (B §X
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1% (Aaron) FIBREE (Barbara) ERBEMRLREBIRENTE -

A: So, when are you coming to visit me, Barbara? Formosa's

calling!”
B: I'm thinking late September. Is that a good time?

A: | think that'd be perfect. Things start to cool off, and it’s

the tail end’ of typhoon season.

B: Great. Naturally, | want to chow down on some night
market food, and I’'m hoping to check out the latest

electronics.

A: That’s all squared away. I'll take you to some of my
favorite eating spots, and Guanghua Digital Plaza should

slake” your thirst for gadgetry.’

B: How about escaping the big smoke for a couple of days?

\ the big smoke 8 " KAUH S | - }J

A: Sure thing. The great thing about Taiwan is you're never
far from the mountains. Taipei has some awesome’

hiking trails within minutes of downtown.

B: Excellent. I’'m already champing at the bit!
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% tail end #7 : %% echow down on EFxENESE

We enjoyed the start of the movie, but the tail end Let's chow down on some good food tonight.
wasn't great. KPS BERNE—EHFEE

2 slake [slek] v. JEf##

The jungle trek slaked Tamara’s desire for adventure. esquare away HEELE : EE=S

With the kids in bed and the housework done, jean
i gadgetry [ gedsotrt] n. NRBEFER felt that everything was squared away.
When you visit Tokyo, be sure to check out the latest NEE L FREBEREEME T
gadgetry.
4 awesome [ osom)] adj. FEEEFH (CFE) « champ at the bit BT R
We've had some awesome weather recently. Having waited all year for this vacation, | am now
champing at the bit to get away.
S EERST —BENR MR RGERR

« s AENE Formosa Calling (T@RIEEDA9MFIR) EAS o ( e ’_
v 475 A TH267 Allan Shackleton + a2k it B > champ RERWERAR chomp © )
a0~ — \ B¢ o RRIFERFEER  RTURBEES
s e o

There,ae o uuany fiseinating festivals
L Tabwan, ranaing from small tocal
events to nattonwinle celebrmtions. CAg
of the wmost spectacular is tie triemnial
Dongoang King Boat CEremon.
LATRSREHE A RDRIT EHE
REBRORE - BRI AETHHEZ R
BEFE—RGRAIAME -

Attyactions tneluole wodgn marvels
such as Tatpel 101 and the MaoROAY)
condola, as well s areas of Seenic

: _bﬁgu’qg lke Sun Moown LaRE and

L TarorRo Sorge.
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Food Ls alwips an mpodant Aspeckof
bwan, and a wide variet

- of styles andl flavors is available catering
o all budgets —from oheap anal cheerful

- suaeks to Chilnese haute culsing.
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