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Infant-directed speech (IDS) is a speech register that is used when adults address infants.
Numerous studies have explored phonetic realizations in IDS, but the majority of them center
on vowels and prosodies instead of consonants. For this reason, this current study desires to
investigate fricatives in Hakka IDS. Nine adults took part in this study, and their speeches to
infants were recorded when the infants were 3, 6, 9 and 12 months old. PRAAT was used to
measure fricatives’ frication duration, spectral peak frequency and consonant/syllable ratio.
Results showed the following points. First, in terms of frication duration, IDS is significantly
longer than ADS in both [s] and [S]. However, the two fricatives did not display significant
durational differences in IDS register. Second, in terms of spectral peak frequency, IDS is
significantly higher than ADS in [s, §], and both fricatives were distinguishable from each
other in either register. Third, as for consonant/syllable ratio, IDS was significantly smaller
than ADS. On the basis of the results, this study provided accounts and made revisions to the
Mother-Infant Phonetic Interaction Model.

Key words. Hakka, infant-directed speech, fricative, frication duration, spectral peak
frequency



