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A Preliminary Study of Morphology, Semantics, and Pragmatic in Southern Min hio3°
Feng-Ho Wang

National Hsinchu University of Education

Abstract

The Minnan hio35 can answer the positive and negative answers, and it can also express
negative meanings in the non-questions. This word formation (morphology) thus has
different semantics and pragmatics. This research aims to explain this kind of phenomenon
by looking for the evidence from the corpus and daily life language usages.

Word formation of hio32 mainly expressed in language tone; it includes six tone features
that respectively represent: positive, negative, wonder, question or disagree, anger, echo, or
approval. The main sentence pattern of hio3% is hio32 + modal particle that are followed by
"ah", "lah", "lih", "nooh," and so on. It can hardly be replaced by any other terms in
grammatical structure. It can be proved in the following example, “hio3°, you don’t have to
ask since you know all. ”

In semantics, the Minnan tone functions with discrimination. The original tone of hio is
35, which is used to express a positive or negative meaning. It also can turn into the nineth
tone in applications, which is also related to tone and semantics.

Keywords: Southern Min , morphology, semantics, pragmatics, hio3°
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