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Summary

"Jiao", according to Xu Shen’s "Shuo Wen Jie Zi" is a pictograph. When combined with
different morphemes, the meanings and syntactic behaviors will change. In this paper, we will
explore the semantic extension and the syntactic changes of "jiao". Prototype Theory (Lakoff
1987) and Conceptual Metaphor Theory (Lakoff & Johnson1980) will be adopted to deal with
the semantic extensions of "jiao". Besides, Xiufang Dong’s (2000) Lexicalization Theory will
be slightly modified to analyze the compounds "X + jiao" and "jiao + X". It is found that
compounds of "jiao" can be divided into four categories based on degree of lexicalization: (1)
Compounds with fixed word order, such as "niou jiao™; (2) Compounds of which the meaning
can be inferred from the meanings of morphemes, such as "jiao gung"; (3) Compounds with
specialized and abstract meanings, such as "hai jiao"; (4) Compounds with a change in
grammatical category such as "jiao zhu".
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