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Zero Anaphora in the Legal Provisions of the Republic of China

Yung-Cheng Chang
National Chung Cheng University

Abstract
The paper mainly discusses the situation of use of zero anaphora in the legal
provisions of the Republic of China. According to Yang's (2009) study of zero
anaphora in law of China, we compare the similarities and differences of emergence
of zero anaphora in the Legal Provisions of the Republic of China. As aspect of the
locations of antecedents, there are divided into six cases: referring to subjects,
referring to objects, referring to attributes, referring to pivots, referring to
implications and referring to aforementioned events. The majority are referring to
subjects. As aspect of the locations of zero pronouns, there are divided into four cases:
subjects, objects, attributes and pivot. The majority are subjects. In legal provisions,
zero pronouns and non-zero pronouns could be interlaced. According to the Rhetorical
Structure Theory (Mann & Thompson, 1987) and Fox (1987), we do the interpretation.
To keep the continuity of the topic, there is the tendency to use zero anaphora in the
same rhetorical structure. However, if the anaphora is across different rhetorical
structure, the full NPs would be used. Moreover, when there are different referents in
legal provisions, which sentences form rhetorical structure with the sentences where

the zero pronouns are decides the referents zero pronouns referring to.

Key words: legal provisions, anaphora, zero pronouns, rhetorical structure
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